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(57) ABSTRACT

An optical device includes a first lens frame bearing a first
lens set and having a plurality of rods, a first cam barrel
rotating to move the first lens frame along a first axis, a second
lens frame bearing a second lens set and having a plurality of
holes corresponding to the rods, and a second cam barrel
rotatably disposed around the first cam barrel to rotate the first
cam barrel and move the second lens frame along a second
axis parallel to the first axis, wherein the first axis is substan-
tially coincident with the second axis with the rods inserted
into the holes.

10 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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FIG. 1 (PRIOR ART)
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FIG. 2 (PRIOR ART)
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1
OPTICAL DEVICE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to an optical device, and more par-
ticularly to an optical device in which different lens frames
are maintained to move coaxially.

2. Description of the Related Art

FIG. 1 is an exploded view of a conventional camera lens.
FIG. 2 is a cross section of the conventional camera lens of
FIG. 1. The camera lens 100 includes a first cam barrel 10, a
first straight advance barrel 20, a first lens frame 30, a second
cam barrel 40, a second straight advance barrel 50 and a
second lens frame 60.

Three cam grooves 12 are formed on the first cam barrel 10,
and three pins 14 are disposed on an outer periphery of the
first cam barrel 10. Three straight grooves 22 are formed on
the first straight advance barrel 20. The first lens frame 30
bears a first lens set (not shown) and has three pins 32 dis-
posed on an outer periphery thereof. Teeth 42 are disposed on
an outer periphery of the second cam barrel 40, so that the
second cam barrel 40 can be rotated by a motor through a gear
set (not shown) which engages the teeth 42. Cam grooves (not
shown) and three straight grooves 44 are formed on an inner
periphery of the second cam barrel 40. Three cam grooves 52
and three straight grooves 54 are formed on the second
straight advance barrel 50. The second lens set 60 bears a
second lens set (not shown) and has three pins 62 on an outer
periphery thereof.

The second straight advance barrel 50 is disposed on a base
(not shown) and within the second cam barrel 40 which is
rotated by the motor through the gear set engaging the teeth
42. The second lens frame 60 is disposed within the second
straight advance barrel 20, and the pins 62 of the second lens
frame 60 extend through the straight grooves 54 of the second
straight advance barrel 50 to engage the cam grooves (not
shown) on the second cam barrel 40. The pins 14 of the first
cam barrel 10 extend through the cam grooves 52 of the
second straight advance barrel 50 to engage the straight
grooves 44. The pins 32 of the first lens frame 30 extend
through the straight grooves 22 of the first straight advance
barrel 20 to engage the cam grooves 12 of the first cam barrel
10.

When the second cam barrel 40 is rotated by the motor and
the gear set, the edges of the straight grooves 44 of the second
cam barrel 40 push the pins 14 of the first cam barrel 10 to
rotate the first cam barrel 10 so that the first lens frame 30,
restrained by the straight grooves 22 of the straight advance
barrel 20, is moved along a first axis L1. When the second cam
barrel 40 rotates, the edges of the cam grooves (not shown) of
the second cam barrel 40 push the pins 62 of the second lens
frame 60. Thus, the second lens frame 60, constrained by the
straight grooves 54 of the second straight advance barrel 50,
is moved along a second axis [.2.

In the described structure, the first lens frame 30 and the
second lens frame 60 are required to move coaxially (i.e. the
first axis L1 is coincident with the second axis 1.2, which can
be accomplished by accurately manufacturing and fitting
together the first lens frame 30, the first straight sleeve 20, the
first cam barrel 10 and the second straight advance barrel 50.
In practice, however, assembly of so many elements is liable
to accumulated tolerance. As a possible result, the first axis L1
and the second axis L.2 fail to coincide.
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2
BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention provides an optical device in which the lens
frames are maintained to move coaxially. The optical device
in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the inven-
tion includes a first lens frame bearing a first lens set and
having a plurality of rods, a first cam barrel rotating to move
the first lens frame, wherein the first lens frame is moved
parallel to a first axis, a second lens frame bearing a second
lens set and having a plurality of holes corresponding to the
rods, and a second cam barrel rotatably disposed around the
first cam barrel to rotate the first cam barrel and move the
second lens frame along a second axis parallel to the first axis,
wherein the first axis is substantially coincident with the
second axis with the rods inserted into the holes.

In another exemplary embodiment, an optical device
includes a first lens frame bearing a first lens set and having a
plurality of holes, a first cam barrel rotating to move the first
lens frame, wherein the first lens frame is moved parallel to a
first axis, a second lens frame bearing a second lens set and
having a plurality of rods corresponding to the holes, and a
second cam barrel rotatably disposed around the first cam
barrel to rotate the first cam barrel and move the second lens
frame along a second axis parallel to the first axis, wherein the
first axis is substantially coincident with the second axis with
the rods inserted into the holes.

A detailed description is given in the following embodi-
ments with reference to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention can be more fully understood by reading the
subsequent detailed description and examples with refer-
ences made to the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective exploded view of a conventional
camera lens;

FIG. 2 is a cross section of the conventional camera lens of
FIG. 1,

FIG. 3 is a perspective exploded view of an optical device
of the invention; and

FIG. 4 is a cross section of the optical device of FIG. 3.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The following description is of the best-contemplated
mode of carrying out the invention. This description is made
for the purpose of illustrating the general principles of the
invention and should not be taken in a limiting sense. The
scope of the invention is best determined by reference to the
appended claims.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, an optical device of the inven-
tion is described by a camera lens in this embodiment. A
camera lens 200 includes a first cam barrel 210, a first straight
advance barrel 220, a first lens frame 230, a second cam barrel
240, a second straight advance barrel 250 and a second lens
frame 260.

Three cam grooves 212 are formed on the first cam barrel
210, and three pins 214 are disposed on an outer periphery of
the first cam barrel 210. Three straight grooves 222 are
formed on the first straight advance barrel 220. The first lens
frame 230 bears a first lens set (not shown) and has three pins
232 on an outer periphery thereof and two rods 234 disposed
on the end surfaces thereof. Teeth 242 are disposed on an
outer periphery of the second cam barrel 240, so that the
second cam barrel 240 can be rotated by a motor through a
gear set (not shown) which engages the teeth 242. Cam
grooves (not shown) and three straight grooves 244 are
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formed on an inner periphery of the second cam barrel 240.
Three cam grooves 252 and three straight grooves 254 are
formed on the second straight advance barrel 250. The second
lens frame 260 bears a second lens set (not shown) and has
three pins 262 on an outer periphery thereotf and two holes
264 formed on the end surfaces thereof.

The second straight advance barrel 250 is disposed on a
base (not shown) and within the second cam barrel 240 which
is rotated by the motor through the gear set engaging the teeth
242. The second lens frame 260 is disposed within the second
straight advance barrel 250, and the pins 262 of the second
lens frame 260 extend through the straight grooves 254 of the
second straight advance barrel 250 to engage the cam grooves
(not shown) on the second cam barrel 240. The pins 214 of the
first cam barrel 210 extend through the cam grooves 252 of
the second straight advance barrel 250 to engage the straight
grooves 244. The pins 232 of the first lens frame 230 extend
through the straight grooves 222 of the first straight advance
barrel 220 to engage the cam grooves 212 of the first cam
barrel 210. The rods 234 of the first lens frame 230 are
inserted into holes 264 of the second lens frame 260. A
compression spring 280 is disposed on one of the rods 234
with two ends propped against the end surfaces of the first
lens frame 230 and the second lens frame 260 respectively.

When the second cam barrel 240 is rotated by the motor
and the gear set, the edges of the straight grooves 244 of the
second cam barrel 240 push the pins 214 of the first cam barrel
210 to rotate the first cam barrel 210 so that the first lens frame
230, restrained by the straight grooves 222 of'the first straight
advance barrel 220, is moved along a first axis [.L1. When the
second cam barrel 240 rotates, the edges of the cam grooves
(not shown) of the second cam barrel 240 push the pins 262 of
the second lens frame 260. Thus, the second lens frame 260,
constrained by the straight grooves 254 of the second straight
advance barrel 250, is moved along a second axis [.2. By
insertion of the rods 234 into the holes 264, the first axis L1 is
coincident with the second axis 1.2, and the first lens frame
230 and the second lens frame 260 are coaxially moved.
Compared with the prior art, the invention provides better
structure to maintain the coaxial movement of the lens
frames. The compression spring 280 is propped against the
first lens frame 230 and the second lens frame 260 during
movement to further ensure the coincidence of the first axis
L1 and the second axis L2.

Although the rods 234 are disposed on the first lens frame
230 and the holes 264 are formed on the second 260, the
invention is not limited thereto. It is also feasible that the rods
are disposed on the second lens frame 260 and the holes are
formed on the first lens frame 230.

While the invention has been described by way of example
and in terms of preferred embodiment, it is to be understood
that the invention is not limited thereto. To the contrary, it is
intended to cover various modifications and similar arrange-
ments (as would be apparent to those skilled in the art).
Therefore, the scope of the appended claims should be
accorded the broadest interpretation so as to encompass all
such modifications and similar arrangements.

What is claimed is:

1. An optical device, comprising:

a first lens frame bearing a first lens set and having a
plurality of rods;
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4

a first cam barrel rotating to move the first lens frame,
wherein the first lens frame is moved parallel to a first
axis;

a second lens frame bearing a second lens set and having a
plurality of holes corresponding to the rods;

a second cam barrel rotatably disposed around the first cam
barrel to rotate the first cam barrel and move the second
lens frame along a second axis parallel to the first axis,
wherein the first axis is substantially coincident with the
second axis with the rods inserted into the holes; and

a second straight advance barrel disposed within the sec-
ond cam barre] to restrain movement of the second lens
frame along the first axis, wherein the first cam barrel is
disposed within the second straight advance barrel.

2. The optical device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first
lens frame is disposed within the first cam barrel, and the
second lens frame is disposed within the second cam barrel.

3. The optical device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
second cam barrel has teeth disposed on an outer periphery
thereof, allowing a gear set which engages the teeth to rotate
the second cam barrel.

4. The optical device as claimed in claim 1 further com-
prising a compression spring which is disposed on one of the
rods and propped against the first lens frame and the second
lens frame.

5. The optical device as claimed in claim 1 further com-
prising a first straight advance barrel disposed within the first
cam barrel to restrain the first lens frame moving along the
first axis.

6. An optical device comprising:

a first lens frame bearing a first lens set and having a

plurality of holes;

a first cam barrel rotating to move the first lens frame,
wherein the first lens frame is moved parallel to a first
axis;

a second lens frame bearing a second lens set and having a
plurality of rods corresponding to the holes;

a second cam barrel rotatably disposed around the first cam
barrel to rotate the first cam barrel and move the second
lens frame along a second axis parallel to the first axis,
wherein the first axis is substantially coincident with the
second axis with the rods inserted into the holes; and

a second straight advance barrel disposed within the sec-
ond cam barre] to restrain movement of the second lens
frame along the first axis, wherein the first cam barrel is
disposed within the second straight advance barrel.

7.The optical device as claimed in claim 6, wherein the first
lens frame is disposed within the first cam barrel, and the
second lens frame is disposed within the second cam barrel.

8. The optical device as claimed in claim 6, wherein the
second cam barrel has teeth disposed on an outer periphery
thereof, allowing a gear set which engages the teeth to rotate
the second cam barrel.

9. The optical device as claimed in claim 6 further com-
prising a compression spring which is disposed on one of the
rods and propped against the first lens frame and the second
lens frame.

10. The optical device as claimed in claim 6 further com-
prising a first straight advance barrel disposed within the first
cam barrel to restrain the first lens frame moving along the
first axis.



